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FOREIGN LITERARY RECORD. 



S a pleasant item of news to 
Shakspearian scholars, we may 
mention the recent sale of an 
authentic autograph of the great 
poet. The signature was affixed 
to a mortgage deed of a house in 
Blackfriars, dated March 11th, 1612-13. 
The British Museum purchased the pre- 
cious scratch, paying the snug sum of 
£■315 for it. Its history is thus stated: 
It was discovered in the year 1768, by 
Mr. Albany Wallis, among the title deeds 
of the same estate in Blackfriars, at the 
time the property of the Rev. Mr. Fether- 
stonhaugh, of Oxted, Surrey. By desire 
of that gentleman, it was presented to 
David Garrick, accompanied by a letter 
to that effect from Mr. Wallis, the so- 
licitor of Mr. Fetherstonhaugh. Mrs. 
Garrick, it is believed, lent the deed to 
Mr. George Steevens, who, in his edition 
of Shakspeare, published in 1790, has 
given a fac simile of the signature of 
Shakspeare, and a copy of the deed. 
It seems to have again fallen into the 
hands of Mr. Albany Wallis, to whom, as 
one of the executors of David Garrick, 
it may have been presented by his widow, 
together with his own letter on the occa- 
sion of the document being presented to 
Garrick by desire of the Rev. Mr. Feth- 
erstonhaugh. The father of the uncle of 
its recent owner was in partnership, as a 
solicitor, with Mr. Wallis, and succeded to 
the business. Thus the document is sat- 
isfactorily traced from the period of its 
discovery, in 1768, to the present time. 
The deed is thus endorsed — " Sealede and 
deliverde by the said William Shakspeare, 
William Johnson, and John Jackson, in 
the presence of Wil. Atkinson, Ed. Ouv- 
ry, Robert Andiewes, Scr., Henry Law- 
rence, Servant to the same Scr." 

Mr. McKenzie, of Glasgow, has begun 
a publishing enterprize on a grand scale, 
under the title of the " Imperial Diction- 
ary of Universal Biography," and he has 
enlisted a formidable array of contributors, 
whose names occupy almost two pages of 
close print. Among them we find most of 
the authors at present known to periodical 
literature. All the biographies of any 
length, are authenticated by the initials 
of the writer, who, being thus personally 
responsible to the public for his contribu- 
tions, will be sure to exercise more care 
in the collection of his facts. It is a 



singular fact, that England does not boast 
a good biographical dictionary that can 
compare with the " Biographie Uuiver- 
selle" of France. The work above named 
is, therefore, highly commended by the 
literary public of Great Britain. 

Mr. Bently,the noted London publisher, 
announces a new Quarterly Review, the 
first issue to be made on the first of No- 
vember, and the regular time of publica- 
tion to be on the first of February, the 
first of May, the first of August, and the 
first of November, in each year. 

The new edition of the Encyclopaedia 
Britanniea (the eighth) has reached to 
the sixteenth volume. The article on Sir 
Isaac Newton was contributed by Sir 
David Brewster ; that on Nineveh, by Mr. 
Layard ; on Neutrality, by M'Culloch ; on 
Newspapers, by Edward Edwards ; on 
New- York, by the late Freeman Hunt, 
Esq. 

Goldsmith is again riding on the crests 
of the wave, and that tide which flows 
through the memories, not less than 
through the affairs of men, is in his case 
running high and strong. Dignitaries of 
that Dublin University in which he re- 
ceived his education, and Benchers of that 
Temple within the precincts of which he 
laid his bones, are alike stirring in his 
name. Dublin proposes to erect a statue, 
and a sum of money has been raised al- 
ready to that end. The Benchers of the 
Temple purpose to erect some sort of 
monument — form not determined. Oliver 
was buried in the Temple churchyard, 
and, according to Mr. Cyrus Redding, 
the memorial stone, which upwards of 
half a century ago marked the spot of 
his grave, was first broken during a great 
fire hard by, and then the pieces were 
carted away, and all about it has been 
forgotten. 

Two new works on America have ap- 
peared at Leipzig, from the pen of Julius 
Frobel. They are entitled, " From Ame- 
rica : Experiences, Travels, and Studies;" 
" German Emigration, and its Significance 
in the History of Culture." The author 
was in this country from 1849 till 1855. 
The Critic thus sketches the author : 

Herr Frobel is one of the many German 
revolutionists of 1848, who, in the disap- 
pointment of their hopes at home, emigra- 
ted or migrated to the Model Republic be- 
yond the Atlantic. A " litterateur" of evi- 
dently much accomplishment, and of su- 
perior acquirements in mineralogy, geolo- 
gy, and botany, a philosopher and a think- 



er to boot, Herr Frobel has much to say 
on every phase of American society and 
scenery, and, bating the usual tendency of 
a scholarly German to theorize in high- 
flown phrase, he says it well, instructive- 
ly, and pleasantly. The first of the books 
in our list is a record of travel, combining 
some of the scientific merits of such a work 
as Sir Charles Ly ell's with a deeper phi- 
losophising of a De Tocqueville or aMar- 
tineau. The second is a reprint of letters 
addressed on his return home to the edi- 
tor of the Allgemeine Auswanderungs 
Zeit (Universal Emigration Times), with 
a special applicancy to the great and grow- 
ing question in Germany of Transatlantic 
emigration, its present and future, its ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. Both con- 
tain much that is interesting and valuable 
to non-German as well as to German rea- 
ders. 

The Neue Munchener Zeitwng publishes 
a report on the dramatic prize competi- 
tion by the arbiters — Herr Emanuel von 
Giebel, Baron von Schack, and Prof, von 
Sybel. When they met for the first time, 
on the 3d of August, 1857, they found not 
less than 113 tragedies waiting for their 
inspection and judgment. Of these 11 
were excluded from competition, as not 
answering the conditions of the prize. 
Among the remaining 102 tragedies, 22 
had taken their subject from German his- 
tory ; 4 from German legend; 19 treated 
on antique, and 9 on modern subjects ; 7 
were founded on the history of the Byzan- 
tine Empire and Modern Greece ; 4 on 
the traditions of the Jews, and 4 on those 
of the Arabs ; 4 had made use of Sclavo- 
nic and Hungarian subjects, and 2 were 
taken from the Northern Saga. Spanish 
history and legend were represented by 7 
tragedies, French history by 6, Lombard 
history by 3, Italian history by 4, Swiss 
history by 2, and English history by 1 ; 
5 other tragedies were entirely imagina- 
tive, and purely the inventions of their 
authors. 

We read in the literary journals of 
Germany that two volumes of letters 
written by Schleiermacher, the late emi- 
nent theologian, to various persons (viz., 
his father, his sister Charlotte, Eleonore 
Kruner, Henriette Herz, and C. von Wil- 
lich), will soon be published. 

In German literature we have recently a 
History of Assur and Babel, since the time 
of Phul, by a son of the celebrated Nie- 
buhr ; also Nineveh and the Excavations 
made in Mesopotamia by M. Weissenborn, 
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a resume of the Discoveries of Layard, 
&c. ; the third volume of Uhleman's Man- 
ual of Egyptian Antiquities ; Schiller and 
Charlotte, a Biographical Treatise, by 
Madame de Gleichen, Schiller's daughter; 
and a work on Mirabeau, by Theodore 
Mundt. 

Encouraged by the success that has 
attended the examination of the Venetian 
archives, and the publication of the cor- 
respondence of the Venetian Ambassadors, 
similar researches have been made, with 
a view to the publication of the results, 
into the archives of Milan. One work has 
already been published, and is called " De- 
spatches of Milanese Ambassadors, relat- 
ing to the campaigns of Charles the Bold, 
Duke of Burgundy, from 1474 to 1477." 

The Academie des Jeux Floraux, at 
Toulouse, has offered a prize for the best 
essay on the question, " What is the rea- 
son that the haute comedie, properly so 
called, is entirely vanishing from the stage, 
in order to be supplanted by dramatic 
compositions, the tone and tendency of 
which are an offence to the morals, as 
well as to the dramatic art itself?" The 
prize is to be awarded at the next annual 
fete of the Academie, in May, 1859. 

Amongst recent French publications of 
interest will be found A History of the First 
Three Centuries of the Christian Church, 
by M. E. de Pressense, editor of the Revue 
Chretienne ; Polybus, or the Conquest of 
Greece by the Romans, by M. Fustel de 
Coulanges ; a reprint of the Chronique de 
Charles VII., by M. Vallet de Viriville ; 
The Ethnology of Gaul, by M. Roget; 
The Curiosities of French History, by 
P. L. Jacob, " Bibliophile ;" the second 
volume of the Memoirs of Prince Eugene ; 
The Memoirs of Margarite de Valois,with 
notes by M. Ludovic Lalanne ; Madame 
de Montmorency, by M. Amedee Renee, 
Author of the Nieces de Mazarin ; The 
Nobleness in France before and after 
1789, by M. Ed. de Barthelemy ; and an 
heraldic work called Nohiliana, by M. A. 
Chassant. French fiction of a high class 
seems, for the present at least, almost 
extinct. Translations of Martin Chuz- 
zlewit, The Dead Secret, by Wilkie Col- 
lins, and Scenes of Russian Life, by 
Tourqueneff, have been added to the col- 
lection of M. M. Hachette. 

M. Blot, the venerable French savant, 
is about to publish at Paris, in three vol- 
umes, a selection of his literary and scien- 
tific labors, under the title of Melanges 
Scientifiques el Literaires. 
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E have the announcement of 
the death of Ary Scheffer 
(June 15th), many of whose pic- 
tures are familiar to the Ameri- 
can public. Born in Holland, 
in 1795, Scheffer was reared in 
France, where his artistic education was 
completed under the celebrated Guevin, 
many of whose peculiarities he has perpet- 
uated. He is considered as the founder of 
the recent French romantic school — his 
forte lays in historical and genre painting. 
Critics complain, that while his singular 
coloring and original vigor of style, are 
lavished on the main figures of his pic- 
tures, details are too apt to be neglected ; 
and that the worst defects of a novice may 
be pointed out in his back grounds. A 
tendency to strain after startling and su- 
perhuman effects is also noticeable, and 
extremely disagreeable to the eyes of con- 
noisseurs, rendering his portraits to the 
last degree exceptionable. Among his 
best pictures may be mentioned the 
" Christos Consolator," and the " Meeting 
of Francesca da Rimini and her Lover 
with Dante in Hell." Two of his worst 
productions, the " Temptation on the 
Mount," and the "Dead Christ," have 
been exhibited in this country. A por- 
trait of Mrs. Auguste Belmonte was 
among his latest labors. 

At a recent auction sale in London, an 
accredited portrait of Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, painted by himself before he went 
to Italy, and before he met with the fall 
from a horse in Minorca, which cut and 
disfigured his lip for ever afterwards, was 
sold for Sl,350. The picture created a 
great sensation at the moment of sale, 
and the announcement that it had been 
secured for the National Portrait Gallery 
was received with prolonged applause. 
" The Magdalen" of Titian was sold for 
S2,500. "The Virgin and Child," by 
Murillo, sold for §7,500. The thirty- 
seven pictures in the sale brought an 
aggregate of $-11,280 ! 

Munich is to iake its place in the list 
of cities which have followed in the wake 
of London in making "Great Exhibitions." 
In the Crystal Palace of Munich there is 
to be collected examples of the art of all 
Germany during the past century. It is 
proposed to commence the show in Julv, 
and it will probably remain open till Oc- 
tober. 



The London Art Journal says, that 
Leutze is about to take up his residence 
in Paris, in consequence of some dissatis- 
faction he feels with the connoisseurs of 
Dusseldorf, at their reception of a recent 
work. The Journal calls him " the dis- 
tinguished German painter." 

M. Gaudet, a pupil of Daguerre, has 
made an invention, which, it is said, may 
possibly supplant the stereoscope. He 
calls his apparatus the " Monostereo- 
scope," because it represents only one 
subject, and because his pictures can be 
seen Jpom each point of view, and by 
several persons at the same time. The 
optical effect of the Monostereoscope is 
said to be still more natural and life-like 
than that of the common stereoscope ; as 
the subjects stand out even more in relief, 
and can also be submitted to microscopic 
observation. 

"Horace Vernet has just finished a mag- 
nificent representation of the capture of the 
Malakoff. The moment chosen for repre- 
sentation is that when Gen. McMahon was 
advised to abandon once more his position, 
and when he sternly refused to do so. A 
letter from Paris says — " The painting is 
a highly successful and terribly real ex- 
pression of the dreadful scene. On the 
summit of the mound waves a huge, but 
torn and rent French naval standard, 
painted with great exactness from the 
actual banner borne during the assault, and 
which, marked by the numberless balls 
and explosions, the great artist kept be- 
fore his eye during the progress of the 
work, to inspire him with greater reality 
of feeling." 

On a bust canvas is sketched the last 
inspiration of Scheffer's genius ; the last 
and completest revelation, in an incom- 
plete form, of Scheffer's individuality. 
Below is being enacted 

the riddle of this painful earth ; 

Martyrs, heroes, the good, the great, the 
sufferers in the cause of God and man ; 
those who have loved, who have hoped, 
who have striven, who have aspired, lay 
crushed and prostrated by death, by tyran- 
ny, by persecution, by ingratitude, by 
injustice ; they have drunk the cup of 
suffering to the dregs ; " It is finished," 
and they could give up the ghost. But not 
to lie long in " cold obstruction." " Can 
these bones live V Like the prophet of 
old. we witness their resuscitation ; they 
wake, they move, a power not their own 
raises them on their feet ; they look up- 



